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Redruth  Celebrates 


William  Murdoch`s  

250th  Anniversary

On Saturday 19th June 2004, Murdoch Day, the people of Redruth and many visitors to the town will be celebrating the 250th anniversary of the birth of its adopted son, William Murdoch.   The Murdoch Flyer Project will feature prominently on that day. We have agreed to mount a display at the Redruth Community Centre and our main display will be in Alma Place. The Redruth Chamber of Commerce is asking shopkeepers in the town to decorate their shop windows in the week leading up to the big event and on the day Fore Street will, as usual, be host to numerous colourful stalls with the music podium at the end of Green Lane.  The fairground will be located in the car park off upper Fore Street. The Murdoch Flyer team will once again be removing the large static replica of Murdoch`s steam carriage from the Tolgus roundabout and siting it in a prominent location in the town centre near the clock.  William Murdoch`s steam locomotive of 1784 was the first steam locomotive to be built in Britain and it is considered to have been the first miniature steam locomotive.  Consequently this year is also the 220th anniversary of the first miniature steam locomotive.  We will be holding a miniature locomotive steam festival in Alma Place to commemorate this and hope that we shall have the support of many miniature traction engine owners to produce a good display.  The theme chosen for the childrens` parade this year is “Transport in the past, the present and in 100 years time” and this is sure to produce some superb displays by the school children and their teachers who always put on such a good show for the carnival parade.  The Murdoch Day committee has invited Peter Glass, who is a descendant of William Murdoch and an honorary member of the Murdoch Flyer Project, to formally declare the proceedings open on the Saturday morning.   

Annual General Meeting

At our annual general meeting on 17th March, the following officers were proposed for re-election: Chairman John Baughan, Vice-Chairman Keith Dinham, Treasurer Viv Burt, Secretary Arthur Wetherelt.  A vacancy on the committee had been created by Ron de Ruiter`s move to Spain.  When the project was formed, Ivor Corkell agreed to act in the capacity of an independent Consultant Engineer, but over the past four years, he has become such an integral part of the project that it was proposed he should now be elected a member of the committee.  
Full-size Steam Driven Flyer Under Construction
A fund to build a full size steam driven Flyer locomotive was launched in March 2003 and the fund has now grown to over £11,000. After three years of research and development during which many hundreds of hours work have been done by members of the Flyer team and the one-third full size miniatures have been built and tested, construction of the full size steam driven locomotive has started.  The first job undertaken was the construction of a temporary lean-to building adjacent to the workshop in which assembly can take place.  The timber donated by Atkins and Cripps was then planed and cut to size and shape.  The laminated chassis was glued and fastened together with tie-bolts similar to the construction method used for the large static locomotive.   Timber for the column was cut to size, glued and laminated under pressure.  The circular column had to be turned to shape but we didn`t have a large wood turning lathe.  Undaunted Nigel Eden, assisted by other members of the team, set to work to build a suitable lathe in the workshop.  We now have a beautifully turned column for the locomotive which is testament to the skill and ingenuity of Nigel and his helpers.  The chassis and column have been assembled and varnished and the finish achieved enhances the beautiful grain of the ash timber.  

A great deal of consideration has been given to the steam boiler.  It must be constructed from modern materials using approved construction methods in order to comply with current boiler legislation and satisfy safety standards and insurance requirements.  The design has to be approved by Lloyds and the boiler made by a professional boiler manufacturer.  We cannot install a boiler like William Murdoch would have used, probably made of cast iron in the 1790`s, but we are trying to ensure our boiler design is as authentic as is reasonably possible.  We intend to show whether the full size locomotive of Murdoch`s unique design could have worked and some compromise is inevitable.  His early design does have limitations but we do not intend to enhance its performance.
Our recently acquired engineers lathe owned by Ivor Corkell, and milling machine owned by Nigel Eden, are fully operational in the workshop and have already proved their worth.  Our machine saw was in poor condition and thanks to team member Mike Holland-Smith, we now have a replacement machine which is in good condition.  Nigel Eden has spent many hours working on the design of the locomotive and producing working drawings.  Team members will be making components for the vehicle as time and funds permit.

More Money is Needed

We continue to seek funding and sponsorship wherever and whenever we can and we acknowledge donations which the project has received over recent months.   £250 has been given by the Penventon Park Hotel.  Greg Woods of Hobby Club, Camborne offered us the opportunity to run a Santa`s Grotto and Christmas raffle in his store which added over £400 to the fund.  Two rare films shown for us by David Jewell raised £100. Other grants and donations from Mrs Friday`s coffee mornings, Friends of the Flyer and elsewhere have helped to boost the fund. We need more money to buy materials and continue construction of the locomotive without interruption.  Completion of the locomotive depends on how quickly we can get more sponsors. We will display the chassis and other completed parts of the full size, steam driven locomotive in whatever state of assembly has been reached in the town on Murdoch Day so that the public can see the progress made.

Redruth Fun Day

On Sunday 3rd August, Redruth Fun Day will again be taking place in Victoria Park. The Flyer team will support this event and it is likely we will again take the football penalty shoot-out game which has proved to be so popular with the youngsters (and not so young). 

The West of England Steam Engine Society 49th Annual Rally

We plan to mount a display at this excellent regional steam rally held near St. Agnes which will run from Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd August 2004.  It will again present the best in preservation and help us to promote William Murdoch`s achievements in early locomotive design.  
Kew Bridge Steam Museum

We are collaborating with the Kew Bridge Steam Museum at Brentford in Middlesex which will be hosting a William Murdoch Seminar on Thursday 15 July followed by a Murdoch Exhibition which will run from Friday 16 July until Sunday 26 August 2004.  We are supplying various artifacts as well as providing relevant information and we are looking forward to both the seminar and exhibition. This popular heritage museum in London receives thousands of visitors during the summer months and these events will enhance public awareness of William Murdoch and his many achievements.  They will also promote the Murdoch Flyer Project and inform a much wider audience of our achievements and help to put Redruth on the map. 
Project attracts new members

We have attracted new members to the Flyer team over the past few months but still need more help.  Please consider joining us and helping us to build the locomotive, raise funds, man our displays and increase publicity.

The Scot Who Lit The World

This is the title of a biography of William Murdoch written by Janet Thomson and first published in 2003.   We are delighted that Janet has become a Friend of the Flyer.  As one of our Scottish contacts, we are very grateful to her for keeping us informed on all sorts of matters and we wish her every success with her book.  Copies of the book can be obtained by mail order at £6.99 (plus £1.00 P&P in UK) from Janet Thomson, 5 Circus Place, Glasgow G31 2JJ,  Tel/Fax 0141 354 6167 or Email info@williammurdoch.com  £2.00 per copy purchased by mail order will be donated to The Murdoch Flyer Project.   This is an excellent account of William Murdoch`s life and many achievements, and we recommend you to order a copy now and help the Flyer Project at the same time.
Flyer Project Website
Our website address is www.murdochflyer.freeuk.com. Web links include the Redruth Town website, the Hobby Club website and Janet Thomson`s website.  We endeavor to keep the website updated with relevant news.   

Flyer Project Sales Items

Items for sale to raise funds for the project include postcards, notelets, key rings, fridge magnets, pastille burners and prints of our specially commissioned painting.  These items are sold at events in which we participate and they are also available by mail order.  If you would like a copy of our mail order list, please send a stamped self-addressed envelope to Sallie Dinham, Tolgus Vean Farmhouse, Tolgus Mount, Redruth TR15 3SS.  

Project Team Profile – John Travis

When John Travis left school he took a five year general mechanical engineering apprenticeship at Holman Brothers Ltd., Camborne.   He spent a further five years in the Tool Room followed by development work in the R & D Department and gained a Higher National Certificate in Mechanical Engineering, endorsed by The Institute of Marine Engineering.  For thirty years John was involved in sales in the construction industry and he ran his own sales and service company for ten years prior to his retirement.  He joined the Flyer project when it was formed in March 2000.  John is a member of our construction team valued for his engineering knowledge and workshop skills.  
Flyer Video Film 

One Shot Films are producing a video about William Murdoch and the Murdoch Flyer project.  Filming has taken place at various locations including our workshop over the past twelve months. The video includes the construction and testing of the miniature Flyers and the start of construction of the full size locomotive.  Around 60 minutes long, the video should soon be available from members and through our website and sales will contribute to our funds.   

Flyer Project to be Featured in Magazines
We hope that features on William Murdoch and the Flyer project will appear shortly in two magazines. Cornwall Today is distributed locally and internationally and will reach a wide audience with Cornish interests.  Old Glory magazine is a leading heritage magazine in Britain with a wide readership in this country and abroad.  An article about the Flyer project appeared in this magazine in August 2001.  We hope these features will appear in the May or June editions. 
Compact Disc "The Ballad of William Murdoch" 
Our cd, professionally produced by Ed Hamilton, was launched on BBC Radio Cornwall and sells at £5.00 each.  The project will receive a percentage from every copy sold.  The sleeve features pictures of the Flyer, contains a brief history of William Murdoch and gives details of the Flyer project. Copies are available (postage extra if applicable) from Keith Dinham Tel. 01209 215498.

Some other “Flyers” in the News

A replica of the Wright Brothers Kitty Hawk  “Flyer” was in the news in December 2003 when it crash landed at the globally renowned test site at Kitty Hawk in North Carolina during preparations for the centenary celebrations of the world`s first powered flight on 17 December 1903.  Fortunately, the pilot was unhurt and the plane wasn`t badly damaged.  However, this was not the first manned flight.  Hundreds of aircraft enthusiasts gathered in July 2003 at the scene of what they consider to have been the first manned flight at Brompton Dale in North Yorkshire in 1853.  It was part of an attempt to gain wider recognition for an Englishman regarded by many aeronautic buffs as the true father of flight.  Half a century before the Wright Brothers took to the air a 23ft wingspan monoplane glider, the Cayley “Flyer” built by Sir George Cayley and big enough to carry a man, flew nearly 300 yards across the dale piloted by his coachman John Appleby.  The flight was the culmination of some five decades of experimentation by Sir George.  This replica has been built by a band of volunteers with the help of BAE Systems and Virgin Atlantic.

Friends of the Murdoch Flyer

Thank you to all our Friends who have renewed their membership for 2004.  If you have overlooked to send us your £5.00 subscription, we have enclosed a reminder form with your copy of this newsletter. Friends are welcome to attend any of our meetings and they receive two of these newsletters each year in Spring and Autumn.  Existing Friends are asked please to help us to recruit new supporters to boost our annual income.  To join, write for an application form (please enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope) to the address given at the end of this newsletter or you can obtain an application form by visiting our website. Club nights are held most Tuesdays at our Tolgus workshop from 7pm.

Further Sponsorship Needed

All sponsors are publicised in our project display which appears at public events.  Each sponsor of the project to a value of £500 or more will be acknowledged by a plaque affixed to a coal and water tender which will be towed by the full size steam carriage.  We urge companies, local councils, funding bodies and individuals to please support us now with cash or by supplying materials and/or services to enable us to speed up completion of the full size locomotive.  Gifts of appropriate materials will reduce our cash requirement and we will provide relevant information on request.  Large or small sums will be gratefully received and acknowledged.

We need more help to build the locomotive. Anyone wishing to become involved with this project, please contact:  

The Murdoch Flyer Project, 94 Albany Road, Redruth, Cornwall TR15 2HZ.  

e-mail : john@baughan3433.freeserve.co.uk        Tel 01209 212971.

