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Autumn 2000
A Great First Year

The Murdoch Flyer Project was formed at a public meeting held in The Chambers, Redruth on 22nd March 2000. Our first project meeting was held on 29th March when the project team was established, the constitution of the project etc., was agreed and plans were made for the construction of a non-working locomotive financed by Redruth in Bloom.
Construction of Flyer No. 1

Under the guidance of our historian, researcher and engineer Nigel Eden, the construction team set to work planning Locomotive No. 1 which was to form part of the research and design phase for the working replica.  Research included visits to the Boulton & Watt Library at Birmingham to find what records exist about the steam carriage.  We were fortunate to receive funding for this research from Redruth Town Forum for which we are most grateful. Help and sponsorship was obtained from several local companies who agreed to supply timber for the chassis and steel for many other components at discounted prices.  Nigel and Arthur Wetherelt spent many hours working on the design and construction assisted by Ron de Ruiter, Ivan Sedgman, John Travis and others.  Profile cutting of steel plate to form various components was carried out for us by Teagle Machinery Ltd.  The project team have publicised the names of helpers and sponsors as a part of our display wherever the replica steam carriage has appeared in public and we again wish to thank all those who have helped us in the construction and display of the vehicle.  As the design and construction progressed, details were agreed to ensure the conceptual replica steam carriage is as authentic and historically correct as possible.  We wish to thank Redruth in Bloom without whose help and financial support we could not have made the progress we have on this project.  We also owe a great thank you to Mr Andy Barrington-Smith for allowing us the use of workshop facilities at Sara`s Foundry, Redruth, in which to construct the steam carriage.  
Displaying the Locomotive

Our intention is to eventually place a full size replica of Murdoch`s steam carriage on the new roundabout at Tolgus, adjacent to the new Tesco store, forming an entrance to the town on the main A30 approach.  Arrangements have been made to use a small mining crash wagon as a temporary substitute.  We plan to display the first steam carriage as publicity for the second working locomotive so it may not be placed on the roundabout for some time yet.  Our steam carriage driver needs a top hat and long black coat to wear at public displays and other events.  Can anybody help please?
The first non-working steam carriage has already been publically displayed at the following venues:

Murdoch Day, Redruth, 17th June 2000.  Our site adjacent to Murdoch House attracted many visitors but for next year, we are hoping to secure a more central site in Fore Street.
Redruth Fun Day, Victoria Park on 6th August 2000. Here we were offered a central site adjacent to the war memorial and again we attracted many visitors.  
The West of England Steam Rally,  18th – 20th August 2000.  At this major county event, we were given a very prominent position adjacent to the model and handicrafts marquee and it is hoped we can secure this position again next year.  The Murdoch Steam Carriage was invited to lead the Grand Cavalcade of steam vehicles in the main arena, an honour we had not expected.  We wish to thank most sincerely Mr Michael Allcock who acquired and drove the tractor used to tow the steam carriage around the arena.
The Great Dorset Steam Fair, 30th August – 3rd September 2000.  This annual event held on a mammoth 500 acre showground is widely recognized as the leading event of its kind in Europe.  We were given a prominent site in the Burrell traction engine section and attracted very many interested visitors and made extremely useful contacts.
We owe a great debt of gratitude to Mr Melroy Youlton of MY Motors, Redruth, who has so generously provided vehicles and his own time to transport the steam carriage to these events this year.  We also want to thank Paul Francis who painted the sign which accompanies the steam carriage when on display to the public, Redruth Town Council for financial help, and all those companies and individuals who have supported us although space does not allow their mention by name in this edition of our newsletter.

Plans to build Steam Carriage No. 2.

Further research and design is already under way towards the building of a full size, live steam replica steam carriage. This will be as authentic and historically correct as we can make it.  However construction of components, in particular the boiler, will have to satisfy modern safety and insurance requirements, so some compromise will be inevitable.  This gives us an opportunity to thank Ivor Corkell, who is the consulting engineer for this project and who is working with our team on the design.  We may have to find new workshop facilities in which to construct the live steam driven carriage and the search is now on for suitable premises.  If anybody can help, please let us have details.

Fund Raising
We have an active sub-committee working on finance and publicity.  Finance for the construction of Locomotive No. 2 and the money needed to transport and display the existing steam carriage together with the project administration costs will be sought from the following sources:

Grants from public bodies, for which submissions are being prepared.

Sponsorship from companies, initially in Cornwall but outside the county if necessary.

It is intended that all sponsors will be publicised and acknowledged and those who sponsor the project in cash or in kind to a value of £500 or more will be identified by a brass plaque affixed to a timber mount which will accompany the replica steam carriage wherever it is placed on public display.

Fund raising by project members, through running raffles, competitions, the sale of photographs, postcards, coffee mornings and other events.
Support by the general public.

The public can assist us in various ways.  If they wish to actively help with the project, they can become members and attend our meetings and other events. If they wish to support the project financially, they can make donations of any amount at any time.  They can also become a Friend of the Murdoch Flyer Project by paying an annual subscription of £5.00.  In return, they receive copies of the project newsletter, two each year (Spring and Autumn), giving news and information about the project. 
Anyone wishing to become involved with this project, or help by way of sponsorship or donation, can contact John Baughan, Chairman, 94 Albany Road,  Redruth, Cornwall.  
Telephone  01209 212971.

